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I2 – iodine, NaNO3 – sodium nitrate, KCL – potassium chloride, KNO3 – potassium nitrate, Li2CO3 – lithium carbonate, LiOH – lithium hydroxide
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43% 24% 22% 8% 3%
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LITHIUM AND 
DERIVATIVES

SPECIALTY PLANTS 
NUTRITION

IODINE AND 
DERIVATIVES

POTASSIUM INDUSTRIAL 
CHEMICALS1

LTM2 2025 LTM2 2025 LTM2 2025 LTM2 2025 LTM2 2025

Sales volumes,
kMT 49 173(3) 1,026 1,300 13 16 782 200

Sales growth, 
CAGR %

2020: 65k MT
2021-2025: 18%

3.5% 3.5%
Balanced with KNO3

production

2% 
+ 25k MT (new 

application)

Price increase, 
CAGR % US$10-15/kg 2% 4Q19 + 1.5% 1.5% 1.5%

Cost increase, 
CAGR %

-US$500/MT 
total period

1.5% - US$35/MT 1.5% - US$2/kg 1.5% - US$25/MT 1.5% - US$20/MT

Gross margin, 
US$/MT, 
including D&A 
expenses

US$5.5k
US$4.3-

7.3k
US$147 US$220 US$10.4k US$17.2k US$81 US$100 US$281 US$325
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1 EV = PHEV + BEV

914

744

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028

Li2CO3 Scenarios (CAGR~10-14%) Conservative LiOH (CAGR~30%)

Optimistic LiOH (CAGR~33%)
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2019 LTM1 CONTRIBUTION TO:

´

•

•

2019 LTM1 CONTRIBUTION TO:

24%

Gross profit

36%

Revenues

8%

Gross profit

10%

Revenues
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2019 LTM1 CONTRIBUTION TO:
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2019 LTM1 CONTRIBUTION TO:

3%

Gross profit

3%

Revenues

22%

Gross profit

18%

Revenues



14

95.8% 58%100%
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Salar de Atacama 

Water Rights

(1) Cradle-to-gate life cycle assessment of global manganese alloy production, International Manganese Institute, 2016. (2) Concentrator. Cochilco Report, 
2017. (3) Covalent Lithium Earl Grey, EPA, Jan. 2019. (4) Covalent Lithium Earl Grey, EPA, Jan. 2019 & Tianqui report 2017: Hongtianqi Lithium Industry Co., Ltd. 
(5) SQM Estimates.
The LiOH water footprint calculation includes the entire production process from the raw material extraction through final packaging in the plant. Calculations 
made for lithium are preliminary and are subject to change depending on the methodology.

6.9%
SQM SALAR

52.3%
LARGE-SCALE

MINES

40.8%
OTHERS

Only 

2.1% 
is used

Water Consumption, 

l/kg

45.5
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Total Fresh Water Recycled Waste Water

A reservoir is a porous 
geological formation, which is 
able to transmit the liquid or 
gas that it contains. There  are 
3 main reservoir types: 
gas/petroleum, brines and 
aquifers. Brines reservoirs are 
mining resources and aquifers 
are water resources. 

• SQM produces lithium from high density brines, 
which contain six times the amount of salt in 
seawater.

• SQM uses minimal fresh water in the Salar de 
Atacama to support potassium and lithium 
production. 
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CARBON

FOOTPRINT

• SQM lithium carbonate´s carbon 
footprint is 1.5 kg CO2-eq/kg1. In 
comparison, copper´s is ~3x2 and 
cobalt´s is ~8x3 times more. 

• SQM’s carbon footprint is very 
small because of the use of solar 
energy in lithium brine 
concentration.

ENERGY

FOOTPRINT

• SQM’s lithium carbonate 
production requires ~0.27 
kWh/kg1 of energy. In comparison, 
cobalt and copper productions 
require ~46x2 and 48x3 times 
more energy respectively.

• Unlike typical mining processes 
that rely on heavy energy 
consumption for blasting, grinding 
and extraction, SQM uses solar 
radiation with a longer processing 
time generating a lower energy 
footprint.

WATER

FOOTPRINT

• SQM´s lithium hydroxide 
production consumes 27 l/kg of 
water. 

• SQM’s water footprint is very 
small because the process is based 
on solar concentration of brines, 
therefore there is little direct 
usage of freshwater.

LABOR CONDITIONS & 

COMMUNITIES

• SQM scored a 0.49 Frequency 
Index (Security Index) in 2018 
representing 1/3 of the Chilean 
mining average of 1.65 (the lower 
the score, the better)

• SQM is engaged in different 
programs to foster the social and 
economic welfare of neighboring 
communities. 

• SQM internal practices and 
regulations adhere to the 
principles contained in the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.

(1) Covalent Lithium Pty, GHG Estimate for: Earl Grey Lithium Project, 2019,  SQM, 2018. (2) Copper Environmental Profile, International Copper Association, 2018.  (3) LCA Cobalt Extraction - S. Hisan, Mar. 2019. 
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+150 
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES
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Ownership Structure1 

Dividend Policy2 Dividends announced and paid in 2019

≥


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